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There is no national plan to deal with 
contagious disease in our busy skies 


Mark Johnson and McKenna Oxenden 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 


t was late on a Monday afternoon and the report- 
er on the phone was asking about sick passen- 
gers and a plane being quarantined at Milwau- 
kee’s General Mitchell International Airport. 
“Are you sure they said ‘quarantined’?” asked a 
stunned Paul Biedrzycki, the city’s director of disease 
control and environmental health. 


Quarantining an entire plane would be a huge deal. 


The last time the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention issued a quarantine order was in 1963 for a woman 
thought to have been exposed to smallpox. The agency had 
never quarantined an entire plane. Such an action ran the risk 
of alarming passengers and the public on what was likely to 
be a busy travel day. 

It was Feb. 7, 2011, the day after the Green Bay Packers had 
won Super Bowl XLV. 

A quarantine order goes beyond separating people with a 
contagious disease from others; it means restricting the 
movements of anyone who has been exposed to the disease. 
By presidential order, the measure is only authorized for a 
dozen or so maladies including yellow fever, cholera, plague, 
smallpox and Ebola. If the word “quarantine” didn’t scare 
people, the list of diseases surely would. 

The incident that day began when a pilot on Southwest 
Flight 703 from Tampa called in a public health emergency to 
the tower in Milwaukee. Three of the 115 passengers on board 
were sick with flu-like symptoms — fever, cough, difficulty 
breathing. All three had been put on oxygen. By the time the 


See OUTBREAK, Page 8A 


Workers wearing protective gear spray 
antiseptic solution in an airplane amid 
rising public concerns over the spread of 
MERS, Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome, at Incheon International 
Airport in Incheon, South Korea, in June 
2015. A 2015 GAO report and interviews 
with flight attendants suggest that the 
cleaning crews used by airlines in the U.S. 
are not sufficiently trained in dealing 
with biohazardous materials and 
sometimes did not follow proper hygiene 
practices when cleaning. 
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About this project 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reporter Mark 
Johnson studied the growing threat posed 
by diseases that jump from animals to 
humans during a nine-month O’Brien Fel- 
lowship in Public Service Journalism at 
Marquette University. 


He was assist- MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 
ed by Mar- DIEDERICH 
quette stu- College of Communication 
dent research- O’Brien FELLOWSHIP 

ers McKenna IN PUBLIC SERVICE JOURNALISM 
Oxenden, 

Ryan Patterson and Devi Shastri. 


Marquette University and administrators 
of the program played no role in the re- 
porting, editing or presentation of this 
project. 


Additionally, the Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
reporting, which funds overseas reporting 
on underreported topics, is providing 
support for this ongoing series of stories. 


Past installments can be found at jsonline 
.com/outbreak. 


Lawmakers 
won't release 
harassment 
investigations 


Open records advocates 
object to bipartisan move 


Jason Stein and Mary Spicuzza 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The top Republican and Democrat in 
the Wisconsin Assembly Tuesday 
vowed to ensure there would be no sex- 
ual harassment in their house but said 
they would always oppose releasing the 
results of investigations into such alle- 
gations. 

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel has 
sought the results of a still unreleased 
investigation into the conduct of former 
Assembly Majority Leader Bill Kramer, 
a Republican who in 2014 was convicted 
of two misdemeanor counts of fourth- 
degree sexual assault. 

Senate Chief Clerk Jeff Renk has al- 
ready denied an open records request 
by the Journal Sentinel for the results of 
personnel investigations in the Senate. 

The news drew a sharp rebuttal 
Tuesday from Indiana University law 
professor Jennifer Drobac, who has 
written a textbook on sexual harass- 
ment law and taught a course on the 
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Regulators 
raise alarm 
over landlord’s 
securities sale 


Cary Spivak 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


In a rarely seen move, state securi- 
ties regulators wrote a letter to a Mil- 
waukee County judge supporting the 
legal position of an Indiana couple who 
are suing Nicholas Rezny, the brash 
landlord who city officials say runs an 
operation that is “akin to a mortgage 
Ponzi scheme.” 

In a Nov. 14 letter to Circuit Court 
Judge Marshall Murray, an attorney for 
the Department of Financial Institu- 
tions said that Rezny improperly sold 
more than $300,000 worth of securities 
to Jay and Nancy Patel, court records 
show. 

The sale violated a 2013 state order 
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ZETLEY Law 


Orrices, S.C. 
(414) 272-1424 
zetleylaw.com 


Recognized by colleagues as top 
tax attorneys in Wisconsin 


TAX ISSUES? 


e Tax Audits, Federal and State 
Tax Cases 


e Track Record of Successful Results 
: Ae : 
for Wisconsin’s Top Corporations Craig H. Matthew E. Travis L. James A. 


and Individuals Zetley McLaughlin DeLucenay Walrath 
of counsel 


e Top Ranking by Nationally Recognized 
Martindale-Hubbell Survey of 
Fellow Lawyers 


MJ-0004756634-12 


We offer a team of lawyers with combined experience 
of more than 90 years in tax, business, and litigation, 
with the knowledge and skills of Certified Public Accountants. 


